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be razed to the ground.   This would cause an immediate
demand for new houses.   This proposition was unanimously
adopted.
On Wednesday last the cooperative associations afore-
said met to hear the report of the committee. Twelve
hundred and forty-seven houses had been noted so far as
unfit for residences. The joint associations passed a decree
against said houses, as a beginning, and ordered the com-
mittee of the whole to proceed to execute it.
They marched in a body to Bleecker Street, the northern-
most limit of the ruined houses and demolished them en-
tirely. They then moved southerly, destroying all vacant
houses. Gradually, a number of persons gathered to look
on. The agents of Ethical Supervision kept this crowd at
a distance and secured the joint Cooperative Associations
full independence in the execution of their decree.
In East Canal Street, Nonconformist Jonathan Merritt,
lessee of a block of tenements, tried to dissuade or prevent
the destruction of his buildings. He was roughly handled,
his skull split open and his arm broken by the cooperators.
The agents of Ethical Supervision took him in on a charge
of disturbing the public peace.
When it came to the destruction of occupied buildings,
the tenants objected. By the ordinance of the Board of
Lodgings and Rents, each had been allotted to his domi-
dle and was, of course, bound to keep it until allowed to
change. It was also feared that no lodgings could be found.
The Board of Lodgings and Rents immediately convened
and issued new allotments of domicile. Suspects, noncon-
formists, recalcitrants, and reactionists were sent to lodge
in the ancient churches and the cooperators were assigned
to their tenements.
The revival and prosperity of the building trades is now
assured*